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Town  of  Vermilion 

(Revised  October  1963) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  32-50-6-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  10.  This  location  is  120 
miles  east  of  Edmonton  at  the  junction  of  Highways  No.  16  and  41  and  on 
the  transcontinental  line  of  the  Canadian  National  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,031  feet  Latitude  53/22  Longitude  110/51 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  - 58.86  degrees  F. 

Mean  winter  - 4.66  degrees  F. 

Mean  average  yearly  - 33.60  degrees  F. 

4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 12.05  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 43.06  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  - 16.41  inches. 

Note:  sections  No.  3 and  No.  4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at 
the  Airport. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the  Belly 
River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation  is  a series 
of  light  colored  sandstone  and  shales.  This  horizon,  in  other  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 

6.  SOIL 

Vermilion  lies  in  the  shallow  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation  - Grassland  in  which  bluffs  of  trees  are  found  in  places  where 
moisture  conditions  are  more  favorable. 

Soil  Profile  - The  normal  profile  has  an  upper  horizon  that  averages  about 
10  inches  in  depth  and  which  in  its  upper  3 to  6 inches  is  black  in  color. 
The  remainder  is  usually  dark  brown.  The  sub-soil  is  usually  brown  to  dark 
brown  and  the  lime  horizon  is  found  at  depths  of  24  to  30  inches  below  the 
surface.  Generally  the  depth  to  the  lime  layer  is  considered  as  indicative 
of  the  efficiency  of  rain  penetration. 

Fertility  - Soils  in  this  zone  are  usually  fairly  well  supplied  with  nitrogen 
and  organic  matter.  In  any  zone  exhaustive  cropping  depletes  the  soil's 
native  food  supply  and  fibre.  A permanent  system  of  cropping  provides  for 
the  adequate  replacement  of  depleted  plant  foods  and  the  maintenance  of 
organic  matter. 

Land  Use  - A greater  number  of  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable  than 
in  the  brown  zones.  Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown,  but  considerably 
more  diversification  is  possible  and  should  be  practised  to  maintain  soil 
fertility.  The  non-arable  land  is  generally  very  good  pasture. 

7.  HISTORY 

In  the  early  years,  Vermilion  River  was  an  important  connecting 
link  to  the  Indian  travel  routes,  as  it  drains  into  the  North  Saskatchewan 
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to  the  east.  The  Vermilion  Lakes  to  the  west  were  but  a 6hort  portage  from 
the  great  river  also,  and  the  head  waters  are  but  a short  distance  from  the 
Battle  River.  The  Indians  called  this  river  the  Vermilion,  possibly  from  the 
color  of  the  water  in  the  spring  or  from  the  iron  deposits  in  the  springs  which 
fed  it. 

The  earliest  reports  on  the  district  are  to  be  found  in  the  "Journals"  of 
the  fur  traders  who  were  impressed  with  the  beauty  of  the  region,  with  its 
many  lakes  and  streams  and  the  tremendous  number  of  fur-bearing  animals 
it  contained.  The  original  site  of  Vermilion  could  have  been  Fort  Vermilion, 
which  was  located  on  the  North  Saskatchewan  river  directly  across  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Vermilion  River.  Here  trading  posts  were  operated  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  North-West  Company. 

The  first  settlers  arrived  in  the  district  around  1900,  and  the  post  office 
was  established  a few  miles  east  of  the  present  townsite,  and  called  "Breage," 
a Welsh  name.  With  the  completion  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway 
(now  Canadian  National  Railway)  in  1905  the  post  office  was  moved  to  the 
present  site  and  the  name  changed  to  Vermilion  after  the  river. 

With  the  survey  of  the  area  completed  in  1902  and  the  advent  of 
the  railway,  settlers  began  to  arrive.  They  came  chiefly  from  Eastern  Canada, 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  A number  came  down  the  North 
Saskatchewan  river  by  scow  from  Edmonton  and  then  overland  to  Vermilion. 

The  first  religious  services  held  in  the  district  were  by  travelling 
preachers,  with  the  first  regular  service  conducted  by  the  Reverend  G.  E. 
Lloyd  of  the  Barr  Colony  at  Lloydminster. 


Stores  and  business  premises  are  modern  and  well  maintained 
in  the  bustling  business  district. 
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The  townsite  was  surveyed  in  1905  and  the  hamlet  was  growing  so 
rapidly  that  it  incorporated  as  a village  in  1906  and  in  the  same  year 
incorporated  as  a town. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Cameron,  sole  male  survivor  of  the  Frog  Lake  Massacre, 
published  the  first  newspaper  in  1906,  the  "Vermilion  Signal",  which  was 
later  sold  and  renamed  "The  Vermilion  Standard". 

For  many  years  the  town  operated  and  owned  the  power  plant  which 
supplied  electricity  to  the  local  residents.  They  also  owned  a central  heating 
system  using  the  steam  which  operated  the  generators  to  heat  the  business 
premises  and  part  of  the  residential  area. 

In  1918  a disastrous  fire  struck  the  town,  which  wiped  out  practically 
the  whole  business  section.  In  a short  time  modern  fireproof  buildings 
were  erected  by  the  original  owners. 

Between  1935  and  1940  the  town,  with  co-operation  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  undertook  the  building  of  an  airport.  This  was  accomplished  by 
using  volunteer  labour.  The  runways  are  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  the  Department  of  Transport  maintains  a radio  range  and  weather 
station  at  the  airport. 

During  World  Warv  No.  2 oil  was  discovered  a few  miles  east  of 
the  town  at  shallow  depths.  Though  these  wells  were  not  large  producers, 
they  played  a valuable  part  in  the  war  effort.  A small  refinery  was  constructed 
and  the  oil  cleaned  sufficiently  so  that  it  could  be  used  for  locomotive  fuel. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Vermilion  is  the  financial,  educational  and  recreational  centre  for  a 
large,  prosperous  mixed  farming  area. 

Main  streets  are  paved  and  the  residential  districts  are  all  boulevarded 
and  treed.  An  impressive  grassed  park  is  located  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  Vermilion  Provincial  Park  created  a beautiful  lake  and  park 
by  damming  the  river.  This  serves  a three  fold  purpose,  a quiet  beauty  spot 
for  bathing,  boating,  picnicing,  etc.,  and  also  supplies  ample  water  for 
the  Canadian  Utilities  generating  plant.  The  area  surrounding  the  park  is 
also  the  nesting  ground  and  refuge  for  large  numbers  of  water  fowl  and  song 
birds. 

For  those  that  enjoy  fishing,  the  lakes  are  but  a short  distance  away 
and  are  stocked  with  pike,  pickerel,  perch  and  rainbow  trout. 

During  the  hunting  season  the  area  is  a hunter's  paradise  for  ducks 
and  sometimes  geese.  Upland  game  birds  as  a rule  are  plentiful  in  the  area. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two  year  term  and 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policies 
set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  is  policed  by  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  under 
contract. 

Police  Magistrate. 

Justice  of  Peace. 

4 


The  town  has  its  own  building  code  which  conforms  to  the  National 
Building  Code  of  Canada. 

Plans  for  all  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  build- 
ings must  be  approved  by  council,  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  conform  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protec- 
tion Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  conform  to  the  Provincial  Health  regula- 
tions. 


Gas  installations  must  conform  to  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 

11.  FIRE  EQUIPMENT 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  Chief  and  27  firemen. 

Equipment 

1 - 1961  - GPM  pumper  with  700  gallon  tank.  2 - 500  GPM  pumpers 
with  500  gallon  tanks.  1 - ladder  truck,  1 - auxiliary  pump,  5,220  feet  of  2 Vi 
inch  hose,  750  feet  of  1 V2  inch  hose,  chemical  tanks,  axes,  crowbars,  ladders, 
boots,  coats,  etc. 


Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 100,000  gallon 
reservoir  and  then  into  a 50,000  gallon  elevated  tower.  There  are  24  fire 
hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 


Excellent  residential  facilities  are  enjoyed  by  the  town's  growing  population. 
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12. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 


Land  100%  of  value 
Improvements  60%  of  fair  value 
Business 
Power 


1963  Net.  Assessment 

$ 850,950 
2,780,090 
321,670 
591,480 


Total  Assessment  $4,544,190 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

25.8  26.7  3.5  56  mills 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  - 1,401  acres. 

Streets  and  lcaies  - 98  acres. 

Parks  and  Playgrounds  - 2 acres. 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Improved 


Asphalt 

Gravel 

Earth 

Others 

Total 

Provincial  main 

2 

2 

Streets  and  roads 

.81 

5 

5 

2.5 

13.31 

Lanes 

3.5 

.5 

4 

Total  miles 

19.31 

There  are  approximately  nine  miles  of  cement  sidewalks. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 8 miles. 

Water  mains  - 8 miles. 

15.  POWER 

Canadian  Utilities  Ltd.  has  supplied  power  to  the  town  under  a franchise. 
The  power  is  generated  in  a 40,000  kilowatt  plant  situated  within  the  limits 
of  the  town.  The  plant  contains  four  steam  turbine  units  and  one  gas  turbine 
unit. 

To  ensure  continuous  service,  the  Company  maintains  connections  with 
the  systems  of  other  power  companies.  One  of  these  interconnections  is  at 
Vermilion  so  that  the  inconvenience  of  power  failure  can  be  held  at  a mini- 
mum if  there  should  be  a breakdown  in  the  generating  equipment.  Although 
this  plant  is  capable  of  supplying  power  that  is  presently  needed,  forecasts 
indicate  that  it  will  be  inadequate  for  future  demands.  To  meet  this  situation, 
the  Canadian  Utilities  Ltd.  built  a plant  on  the  Battle  River  near  Forestburg, 
and  by  means  of  connecting  highline  power  lines,  an  additonal  40,000  HP 
was  available. 

RATES 

Domestic 

Demand  charge  - 50c. 

First  25  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - 7c  per  KWH. 

All  over  25  KWH  used  per  month  - 2V^c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.25. 

5%  penalty  will  be  added  for  late  payment. 
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Commercial 

Demand  charge  - 50c  per  KWH  of  connected  load. 

Energy  charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  - 8c  per  KWH. 

Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  - 5c  per  KWH 
All  over  250  KWH  used  per  month  - 2'&c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  rate  - $1.25. 

5%  penalty  will  be  added  for  late  payment. 

Power: 

Demand  charge-  nil. 

First  25  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 7c  per  KWH. 
Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 4c  per  KWH. 
All  over  75  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 2c  per  KWH. 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.00  per  HP  but  not  less  than  $2.00. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  wells,  approximately  70  feet  deep, 
located  in  the  valley  of  the  Vermilion  River.  The  well  water  is  obtained  from 
an  underground  stream  and  has  pumped  up  to  350,000  gallons  in  a 24-hour 
period,  with  no  drop  in  the  static  water  level. 

The  water  is  pumped  into  a 100,000  gallon  concrete  reservoir,  then  into 
a 50,000  gallon  elevated  tower,  and  then  into  the  mains. 

Water  Analysis  Parts  Per  Million 


Total  Solids 

958 

Ignition  loss 

168 

Hardness 

230 

Sulphates 

89 

Chloride 

77 

Alkalinity 

585 

Nature  of  Alkalinity 

- Bicarbonate  of  lime,  magnesium  and  soda. 

Nitrites 

nil 

Nitrates 

trace 

Iron 

2.5 

Remarks:  Water  is  chemically  suitable  when  iron  content  is  settled  out. 


A large  separate  school  is  maintained  in  the  town,  as  well  as  the  public  schools. 
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In  addition  to  the  town  water  supply,  the  Vermilion  River  has  been 
dammed  off  to  create  a lake,  from  which  the  Canadian  Utilities  Ltd.  draws  its 
water  supply. 

Water  Rates 

First  3,000  gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.75  per  1,000  gallons. 

Next  3,000  gallons  used  per  month  - 80c  per  1,000  gallons. 

Over  6,000  gallons  used  per  month  - 65c  per  1,000  gallons. 

Sewer  charge  - $1.50  per  month. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  by  Northwestern  Utilities  Ltd.  under 
a franchise. 

Rate  No.  1 General  - available  to  all  customers 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00. 

All  additional  therms  used  per  month  - 4.2c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  other  than  the  first  20  therms  shall  be  increased  by  3c  and  the  gross 
rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 Optional  - available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose 
annual  consumption  is  more  than  11,900  therms. 

Fixed  charge  - $20.00  per  month  plus  commodity  charge  of  2.4c  per  therm. 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $20.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  shall  be  increased  by  2c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall 
apply. 

This  rate  is  available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall  continue 
from  year  to  year  thereafter,  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other  party 
at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a written  notice 
of  desire  to  terminate  same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it  shall 
cease  and  determine. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cubic  foot  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 18c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 8,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Summer  Grade  - 19.2c  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  - 19.2c  per  gallon. 

Domestic  - 18c  per  gallon. 

Total  storage  capacity  - 26,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used  in  the  town.  The  majority  of  the  dealers  handle 
coal  from  the  Drumheller  and  Edmonton  areas. 


Price  per  ton  delivered: 

Slack 

Egg 

Nut 

Lump 

Drumheller 

$11.50 

$12.50 

$13.50 

$14.50 

Edmonton 

9.50 

10.50 

11,50 

12.50 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Sand,  gravel,  cereal,  dairy  products,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry 
products,  honey,  straw,  salt,  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office,  Department  of  Veteran  Affairs,  Farm  Credit  Corporation, 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police,  one  Corporal  and  three  Constables;  Depart- 
ment of  Transport  radio  range  control  and  weather  station,  Loyal  Edmonton 
Regiment  armouries,  Veterinary  Officer. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Alberta  Liquor  Vendor,  Provincial 
Treasury  Branch,  Police  Magistrate,  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  Game 
Warden,  Department  of  Agriculture  (Provincial  School  of  Agriculture  and 
Home  Economics,  District  Agriculturist),  Attorney  General's  Department 
(Inspection  Services  and  Driver  Examiners),  Department  of  Labour  (Electri- 
cal inspector,  Boiler  Inspector),  Department  of  Public  Health  (Minburn- 
Vermilion  Health  Unit),  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  Department  of  Public 
Works  (Maintenance  Control). 

Municipal 

Town  Hall  housing,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  staff,  Police  Department, 
Superintendent  of  Water  and  Public  Works,  Fire  Hall,  Council  Chamber. 
Vermilion  School  Division  No.  25. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Vermilion  Municipal  Hospital  was  one  of  the  first  established  in  the 
province.  There  are  54  beds  and  10  bassinets  and  the  staff  consists  of  a Matron, 
10  registered  nurses,  X-ray  and  laboratory  technician  and  19  others. 

Rates  per  day  for  public  wards  - residents  $1,60,  non-residents  $11.50 
per  day. 

Other  health  services  are  the  Minburn-Vermilion  Health  Unit  with 
headquarters  located  at  Vermilion,  which  provides  the  following  services: 
immunization  of  school  and  pre-school  children,  examination  of  any  person 
residing  in  the  health  unit  district,  pre-natal  and  post-natal  ccrre,  the  inspection 
of  water  and  food  supplies  as  well  as  sanitary  inspection. 


A large  school  population  is  served  by  this  public  school  in  Vermilion. 
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The  health  unit  maintains  the  following  staff:  one  doctor,  3 graduate 
nurses,  one  steno-technician  and  a sanitary  inspector. 

There  are  three  private  physicians,  two  dentists,  one  chiropractor,  two 
drug  stores,  one  optometrist,  two  veterinarians  and  one  funeral  parlor  located 
in  the  town. 


24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

No.  of  Establishments 

1 
2 

, 3 
' 4 
1 
2 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  National  Railway  (Main  line  Vancouver  to  Montreal  via 
Vermilion  daily  service),  Railiner  Edmonton  to  Lloydminster  via  Vermilion, 
daily  service. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines  twice  daily  to  Edmonton  and  Saskatoon. 

Taxi  - 1 cab. 


Type  of  Service 

Accountants 
Barristers 
Barber  Shops 
Beauty  Parlors 
Photographer 
Watch  Repairs 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Vermilion  Standard  - weekly. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  National  Telegraph,  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Post 
Office,  nearest  radion  station  - Lloydminster  CKSA,  nearest  TV  station  - Lloyd- 
minster CKSA-TV. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 


Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce. 


Provincial  Treasury  Branch. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Rate 

Beer  License 

Brunswick 

42 

$2.00  up 

Yes 

Vermilion 

18 

$3.00  up 

Yes 

30.  MOTEL 

No.  of  Units 

Grade 

Rates 

Flamingo 

9 

4 star 

$7.00  up 

M & B Motel 

2 

3 star 

$4.00  up 

Trailer  Park 

Vermilion  Trailer  Park  - The  Vermilion  Provincial  Park  provides  trailer 
and  tenting  accommodations. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Alliance  Mission,  Anglican,  Greek  Orthodox,  Pentecostal,  Roman 
Catholic,  United. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Elks,  Eastern  Star,  Royal  Purple,  I.O.D.E.,  Rebekahs,  Knights 
of  Columbus,  Rotary,  Kinsmen,  Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary  of 
Canadian  Legion,  Foresters,  Women's  Institute. 

10 


33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross  Society,  Fish  and  Game  Association,  Athletic  Association, 
District  Ministerial  Association,  Agricultural  Society,  Horticultural  Society,  Bee 
Keeper's  Association,  Home  and  School  Association. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  Vermilion  School  District  is  a unit  of  the  Vermilion  School  Division 
No.  25.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught,  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects: 
Commercial,  Industral  Arts,  French,  Drama,  Home  Economics  and  Shop. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

18 

465 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

11 

408 

High 

10  - 12 

6 

176 

The  Roman  Catholic  Separate  Division  No.  97  teaches  grades 
1 to  12  together  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Art,  French,  Music  and 
Drama. 


The  Separate  School  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

6 

146 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

1 

I 4 

50 

Senior  High 

10  - 12  j 

r 

37 

A thermal  generation  power  plant  is  located  at  Vermilion,  serving 
much  of  that  area  of  the  province. 
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The  Provincial  School  of  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics 

This  institution  is  located  just  on  the  outskirts  of  Vermilion  on  Highway 
No.  16.  It  was  established  in  1912  and  has  since  then  gained  widespread 
recognition  for  its  work  in  providing  vocational  education  in  farming  and  in 
homemaking  for  the  rural  youth.  The  beautiful  landscaped  campus  includes 
a dormitory  building  accommodating  200  students,  a number  of  other  buildings 
in  which  are  located  classrooms,  shops  and  laboratories;  and  private  resi- 
dences for  fourteen  staff  members  and  their  families. 

A 500  acre  farm  is  operated  in  conjunction  with  the  school.  Along  with 
some  20  acres  devoted  to  gardens,  nurseries,  field  crops  and  greenhouses,  the 
school  farm  provides  classroom  material  and  practical  livestock  management 
demonstrations. 

In  addition  to  the  basic  function  of  instructing  in  the  regular  Agricul- 
ture and  Home  Economics  courses,  the  School  of  Agriculture  is  widely  used 
as  a centre  for  a variety  of  activities  related  to  the  interests  of  the  rural 
community.  Agriculture  short  courses,  lectures  and  demonstrations,  field 
days  and  conventions,  bring  to  the  school  each  year  a large  number  of 
visitors  from  widely  scattered  points  in  the  eastern  and  central  points 
of  Alberta. 

35.  THEATERS  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

School  Auditorium 

1,000 

Yes 

Yes 

Columbia  Theatre 

400 

Yes 

Yes 

Drill  Hall 

600 

No 

Yes 

Legion  Hall 

* 350 

No 

Yes 

Elks  Hall 

400 

Yes 

Yes 

Masonic  Hall 

250 

Yes 

Yes 

Vermilion  Stadium 

2,200 

No 

Yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Vermilion  Public  Library  is  located  in  a bungalow  donated  to 
the  town  by  the  late  George  W.  Witnell.  It  is  supported  by  the  town,  provincial 
government  grant,  and  membership  fees.  The  library  is  open  every  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  from  2 to  5 p.m.  There  are  approxi- 
mately 8,000  volumes  in  the  library. 

Local  orchestra  which  hold  band  concerts  on  Sunday  in  the  Provincial 
Park  during  the  summer  months,  drama  and  art  taught  at  the  school  are 
among  other  activities.  There  are  four  Music  Teachers. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  Air  Cadets,  Trail  Rangers,  4-H  Club. 

Girls  - C.C.I.T.,  Explorers,  Girl  Guides,  4-H  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Hockey  - senior,  junior  and  minor;  baseball,  softball,  golf,  curling, 
swimming,  and  water  skiing,  nine  hole  golf  course  (sand  greens),  six  lane 
bowling  alley  (automatic  pin  setter). 

39.  FAIRS 

Class  "B"  Circuit  Fair  (3  day  event),  Agricultural  Exhibition  and  Garden 
Club,  Annual  purebred  livestock  sale,  calf  sale  and  judging,  grain  exhibit. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

War  memorial  located  in  park  entering  town,  also  part  of  the  equipment 
of  water  wheel  used  at  Frog  Lake  during  the  Massacre. 
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41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

United  Grain  Growers,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  Co-op  General  Store, 
Co-op  Livestock,  Vermilion  Credit  Union,  Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool,  Alberta 
Poultry  Producers,  Co-op  Seed  Cleaning  Plant. 

42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 

Type  of  Industry  No.  of  Producer  or 
or  Business  Establishments  Manufacturer  Wholesale  Retail 


Accountant  1 

Auctioneer  1 

Auction  Mart  1 

Auto  Body  Shop  3 

Bakeries  1 

Barbers  3 

Barristers  2 

Bowling  Alley  1 

Butchers  4 

Building  Contractor  3 

Cartage  Delivery  3 

Chiropractor  1 

Clothing  (Men's)  3 

Clothing  (Women's 
and  Children's)  2 

Coal  Dealers  2 

Coin  Dry  Cleaners  1 

Coin  Laundry  1 

Confectionery  1 

Cold  Storage  Locker  1 

Creameries  1 

Dentists  2 

Department  Stores  2 

Doctors  3 

Drug  Stores  2 

Egg  Grading  Station  1 

Electrical  Appliances  1 

Electrical  Contractors  3 

Florist  1 

Funeral  Parlor  1 

Furniture  Store  2 

Feed  Mill  1 

Garage  and 

Service  Stations  10 

General  Stores  3 

Grain  Elevators  5 

Groceries  2 

Hair  Dressers  3 

Hardware  4 

Hotels  2 

Implements  (Farm)  5 

Jewellers  2 

Continued: 


3 3 

1 1 1 


1 4 


3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 1 


2 

2 


1 

2 

1 1 1 


10 

3 

Total  capacity  399,000  bushels 

2 


4 


5 

2 
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Type  of  Industry 

No.  of 

Producer  or 

or  Business  Establishments 

Manufacturer 

Wholesale 

Retail 

Laundry  and 

Dry  Cleaners 

1 

1 

I 

Lawyers 

2 

Lumber  Yards 

3 

3 

3 

Milk  Distributor 

1 

1 

1 

Motels 

2 

Optometrist 

1 

Oil  Distributors 

5 

5 

Painters  & Decorators  3 

Photographer 

1 

1 

1 

Pool  Room 

1 

Printers 

Propane  Gas 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Distributors 

2 

2 

2 

Radio  Repairs 

Real  Estate 

2 

and  Insurance 

3 

Restaurants 

5 

Seed  Cleaning 

1 

1 

1 

Shoe  Repairs 

2 

2 

Shoe  Store 

1 

1 

Continued: 
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Type  of  Industry 

No.  of 

Producer  or 

or  Business  Establishments 

Manufacturer  Wholesale 

Retail 

Tailors 

1 

1 

1 

Theatres 

2 

Tinsmith 

1 

1 

1 

Tire  Repairs 

1 

1 

1 

Variety  Stores 

2 

2 

Welding  and 

Machine  Shops 

2 

2 

2 

43.  SITES 

The  town  can  offer  excellent  industrial  and  residential  property  at 
reasonable  prices.  Property  can  also  be  purchased  from  private  owners. 

Vermilion  is  situated  on  a-  large  salt  deposit.  Oil  and  gas  wells  are 
located  8 and  12  miles  from  the  town.  A good  supply  of  water  is  available 
with  large  supplies  of  natural  gas  and  power  also  available.  Labour  can  be 
secured  from  the  district. 

The  district  lies  near  the  northern  edge  of  the  Thin  Black  Soil  Zone. 
Most  of  the  soils  are  loams,  but  there  are  some  sandy  loams  present.  The 
size  of  farms  are  somewhat  below  the  average  for  the  province;  about  60% 
of  the  occupied  land  is  improved;  one-quarter  to  one-third  of  improved  land  is 
summer-fallowed  each  year. 


Residents  of  town  and  district  throng  to  the  fine  park  on  the  town's  outskirts 
during  the  summer  months. 
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The  sources  of  form  cash  income  varies  in  the  Vermilion  district. 
There  is  considerable  emphasis  on  grain  production  for  cash  sale  and 
on  cattle  south-west  of  the  town,  towards  the  north  there  is  less  dependence 
on  grain  and  more  receipts  from  hogs  and  dairying.  However,  in  recent  years, 
the  trend  in  the  entire  district  has  been  towards  increasing  livestock  pro- 
duction. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 40  miles;  West  - 17  miles;  South  - 24  miles;  East  - 22  miles. 

46.  TRADING  AREA  POPULATION 

1961  Dominion  Census  - 19,700 

Town  Population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,449. 


16 


